Ability of commercial laying hens producing different egg outputs to meet their methionine and energy requirements when fed the same diet.
An experiment was conducted to determine whether commercial laying hens with different egg outputs could meet their Met requirement when fed the same diet. Three groups of hens were selected with either low, medium, and high egg output. Body weight of hens was positively related to egg output. As egg output increased, feed consumption increased. This resulted in essentially the same amount of energy consumed per gram of egg content (EC) for all three groups. Egg weight was greatest with hens producing the greatest EC. The Met intake of hens was increased with increased EC; however, the Met per gram of EC was not different for the three groups of hens. These data indicate that the Met and energy requirements of commercial layers can be met with one feed when individual hens produce different amounts of EC.